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I N T R O D U C T I O N  
 
The Village of Slocan is undertaking a program of, long term, exterior 
rehabilitation and interior cosmetic enhancements to its’ historic Silvery 
Slocan Legion building.  This modest, but potentially, attractive Late 
Victorian structure is a landmark in the community and is unique and 
significant as one of only a few historic wooden structures remaining in 
the Village core area. 
 
The Village of Slocan is intending to implement a program of 
incrementally staged preservation measures to the building’s exterior 
and interior, as funds may become available.  
 
In anticipation of the renovation works, the Village of Slocan has 
commissioned a ‘heritage’ based Rehabilitation Assessment & 
Recommendation Report.  It is the goal and purpose of this report to 
identify the authentic historic character of the Legion Building, assess 
the relative condition of the remaining historic elements, and make 
recommendation(s) for the future preservation and enhancement of 
those historic elements.  Certain aspects of the study will also address 
fire and public safety matters as related to the interior and exterior 
components of the structure. 
 
It is the object of this report document to provide an overview and 
directive for any future incremental / ongoing rehabilitation efforts, and 
budget, directed to the Legion Hall Rehabilitation Project. It is hoped 
that this document will aid in ensuring that any future works and 
resources will be used in a manner that preserve and accentuate the 
genuine historic nature of the building’s exterior and interior appearance 
 

	  Slocan Legion Hall • Front Façade • Existing Appearance 
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PRESERVATION CRITERIA 
 
The recommendations included in this document are based upon the 
preservation criteria established by the “Standards and Guidelines for 
the Conservation of Historic Places In Canada” . 
 
The Village of Slocan Legion Building preservation project will be 
considered as a “REHABILITATION” project – a designation that strives 
for authenticity in the maintenance of all original historic materials and 
detailing while acknowledging some flexibility in the interpretation of the 
building’s physical transition over time. 
 
In conforming to the preservation designation of REHABILITATION – 
the project shall acknowledge, and adhere to, the 9 principle General 
Standards of preservation set forth in the  “Standards and Guidelines 
for the Conservation of Historic Places In Canada”, as well as, the 3 
additional standards, numbers: 10, 11, and 12 – that apply specifically 
to REHABILITATION style projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GENERAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE 
 
Prior to the initiation of this Heritage Assessment and Recommendation 
Report for the Legion Building, the structure was thoroughly assessed 
and documented by both an ‘Architectural & Structural survey’ 
completed by: Studio 9 Architects (2013), as well as, a Building & Fire 
Code based analysis undertaken by: Lynch Building Inspection 
Services Ltd. (1997). 
 
The ‘good news’ is: that the Slocan Legion Building ‘structure’ is 
generally in remarkably sound condition. 
 
Of concern, however, are a multitude of Fire Safety related deficiencies 
and the ‘sad’ appearance of the building’s exterior – due to a long 
series of, well intentioned but historically inaccurate, renovations that 
have obscured the authentic historic character of the Legion Hall – both 
inside and out. 
 
To its’ credit – the Village has been addressing Fire Safety issues in an 
incremental manner – so that some of the problems cited in previous 
reports by the Fire Marshall and other consultants have been corrected.  
New metal fire exit doors and the enclosed fire escape stair system at 
the front corner of the hall are examples of the positive on-going work in 
this area. 
 
Of continuing ‘safety’ concern per the ‘exterior’ are, particularly, the 
state of the ‘condemned’ 2nd floor exit stair system at the rear of the hall, 
and the condition of the roof membrane. 
 
The ‘interior’ of the hall also has potential fire safety issues with regard 
to the flammable nature of the interior finish materials and lack of any 
automatic fire suppression (sprinkler) systems.  
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BUILDING HISTORY 
 
Based upon local archival evidence it would appear that the building, 
currently known as the Slocan Legion Hall, was originally constructed in 
1922 to house the functions of the local International Order of Odd 
Fellows (I.O.O.F.) fraternal organization.  Funds were raised locally to 
facilitate the construction of a large, platform framed stick style 
structure.  The builders were named as Peter and Clifford Swan.  The 
building was opened with an inaugural ‘ball’ in October of 1922, and 
served the male & female constituents of the IOOF for many decades. 
 
The building style was of Late Victorian ‘vernacular’ appearance.  The 
typical Western Boom-town false front façade was raised to hide a 
gambrel (barn) style wood shingled roof, and the scant façade 
ornamentation was of a modest neo-classical nature.   
 
In 1941 - during the WW II years – Japanese detainees were shipped to 
the interior of British Columbia for security reasons – and many were 
temporarily sequestered in ‘camps’ and defunct mining towns in the 
West Kootenays, Slocan City and its’ environs were utilized as 
internment centres and the IOOF Lodge was used for the purpose of 
housing Japanese individuals and families until they could be re-
located, as well as, as community centre for the Japanese population. 
 
When the membership of the Slocan IOOF chapter became too small to 
maintain the hall it was taken over by a local Senior Citizens group and 
ultimately ownership passed to the Municipality – which has managed 
and maintained the building, in concert with a variety of local groups, to 
the present day. 
 
While the architectural aspect of the Slocan Legion Hall is not 
particularly exceptional – the role that the building has played in the 
social fabric of the community for many years makes it a corner-stone 
of the Village of Slocan and its’ citizens. 
 

 

	  

	  

(ABOVE)      IOOF hall under construction in 1922 
 
 
(BELOW)     Completed IOOF Hall – Approx. Mid 1920’s 

BOTH PHOTOS – FROM SLOCAN VILLAGE ARCHIVE 
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GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF EXTERIOR 
 
The following General Assessment & Recommendations have been 
stipulated for the various trades involved in the rehabilitation process, 
based upon site observations. 
 
WOOD WORKING 
Surmounting the concrete foundation – ALL original structural framing 
and exterior finish elements of the Slocan Legion building are 
constructed of wood. The original wood cladding is of a (nominal 
dimensioned)  1” X  6” “Drop Cove” style - with Fir and Cedar being the 
wood species most used throughout the exterior, and interior, of the 
building.  The nature of the siding and Late Victorian decorative trim 
details constitute the majority of the ‘character defining elements’ that 
help to give the structure its’  ‘picturesque’ physical charm. 
 
The quality of the decorative detailing on the Legion building is relatively 
subdued in nature.  Although much of the historic wood decoration is 
obscured by overlays of more modern materials – there is evidence of 
such typical ‘Victorian’ elements as: decorative brackets below the 
prominent cornice, crown style window head trims, inset panel bands, 
and large scale dentils below the upper triangular pediment form.  
 
 
Instructions to the wood working trades would generally stipulate 
the retention of all original wooden elements and the use of epoxy 
consolidants (rather than replacement) where possible.  Any wood 
components that are too badly damaged to be practically 
conserved are to be re-placed with exact replications of same in 
terms of material and profile - utilizing data obtained from the site. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

	  

Wood details showing ‘character defining elements’ from front 
façade and typical weathering damage to be repaired 
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PAINTING 
 
The quality of the existing paint finish on the historic wood trim detail 
and siding elements of the Slocan Legion Building structure (that can be 
seen) is quite degraded. The majority of the historic siding material is 
buried under a layer of more modern, inappropriate, siding materials 
that were installed in the 1970’s.  
 
Assuming that the recommendation(s) to ‘restore the front wall façade 
to its’ original historic appearance’ and to ‘replace the metal siding and 
rounded siding w/ a fiber- cement 1” X 6” lap style siding on the other 3 
walls of the structure’ is implemented > the front façade would need to 
be stripped of paint and re-painted.  The ‘side & rear walls’ would be 
surfaced with a  ‘factory installed’ pre-finished paint coating. 
 
The methodology recommended for the (re) painting preparation of the 
building envelope was to employ low impact ‘mechanical’ techniques of 
paint removal to eliminate any areas where the paint film has lost 
adhesion to the wooden sub-strate, and to provide a clean stable sub-
strate for the re-application of the new paint film. This may be 
accomplished by the painting contractor via a thorough program of hand 
scraping and sanding over the entire body of the structure, as needed. 
DO NOT USE WATER BLASTING TO REMOVE PAINT! 
 
After the surface preparation has been completed – any bare wood 
elements are to be prepared with an alkyd/oil based primer, and a 
(minimum) of 2 finish coats of exterior grade latex paint are to be 
applied. 
 
PAINT SCHEME COLOUR(S)  
MATCH COLOUR OF SIDING & TRIMS TO COLOUR(S) USED ON 
THE FIRE STAIR EXIT STRUCTURE 
 
PAINT COLOUR(S)  PER BENJAMIN MOORE BRAND CODE 
SIDING-CC-200 “VELLUM”   TRIMS-OC-34 “MARBLE WHITE” 
WINDOW SASH- HC-50 “GEORGIAN BRICK” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

	  

This photo of the IOOF Hall - taken in 1944 - shows that the 
building had received a 2 colour paint scheme.  The original 
narrow wall siding, trim details, and cedar shingle roof are also 
apparent. 
 
                                        Photo courtesy: Slocan Village Archives 
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DETAILED COMPONENT ANALYSIS & 
RECOMMENDATIONS  (EXTERIOR) 
The following section presents the summary of the Site Assessment 
and Recommendations.  
 
1)  SIDING & TRIMS  (EXISTING) 
Archival photos and site investigations indicate that the Legion Building 
was originally covered, on all facades, with a 1” X 6” ‘Drop Cove” style 
of siding – a popular ‘profile’ during the time of its’ construction.  A 
newspaper article from 1973 gives indication that the Legion received a 
cosmetic renovation in that year - that installed the combination of 
manufactured metal 1” X 8” lapped style siding on the upper portion of 
the walls and the rounded ‘log’ style siding on the lower wall surfaces - 
that have been maintained up to the present date. 
 
While it may be surmised that these renovations were meant as an 
‘improvement’ at the time – their application effectively obscured the 
true historic appearance of the building.  More recently, the new fire 
escape stair structure at the front of the building was sided with a fiber-
cement product in a 1” X 8” format – in an attempt to match it to the 
(inappropriate) lapped metal siding product on the upper walls. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
FRONT FAÇADE: 
Remove all ‘modern’ siding and restore original wood siding and trims. 
 
SIDE & REAR FACADES: 
Remove all metal and log style siding and replace with fiber-cement 
style 1” X 6” lap style siding.  Colour to match new exit stair structure 
siding.	  
 

	  

	  

(ABOVE)  NEWS CLIPPING 
ANNOUNCING RENOVATION 
TO LEGION BUILDING 
EXTERIOR.  NOTE: PAINT 
SCHEME HAS CHANGED TO 
A DARK BACKGROUND 
COLOUR W/ LIGHT TRIM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(LEFT)  PHOTO SHOWS ‘OLD’ 
SIDING  ON WALLS, AND 
NEW FIBER-CEMENT SIDING 
ON EXIT STAIR STRUCTURE. 
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IT IS A PRIORITY TO REPLACE THE EXISTING METAL ROOF 
MEMBRANE WITH A NEW METAL ROOF. 
 
It is believed that the current metal roofing was installed directly 
over the original wood shingle roof.  Although this is a not un-
common practice – it is not the best way to attach a metal roof to 
its’ sub-structure. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE EXISTING METAL ROOF 
AND HISTORIC WOOD SHINGLES BE REMOVED WITH THE 
ROOF STRIPPED BACK TO ITS’ ORIGINAL SUB-STRATE OF 
STRAPPING. 
 
IDEALLY (BUDGET PERMITTING) – A NEW DECKING OF 5/8” 
PLYWOOD SHEATHING SHOULD BE INSTALLED - WITH THE 
NEW METAL ROOF APPLIED ON TOP OF IT. 
 
RECOMMENDED ROOFING PROFILE:   
STANDING SEAM - BATTEN RIB 
 
ROOF COLOUR:   
AS – ‘VIC WEST’ (OR EQUIV.)  VW 6072  “CHARCOAL” 
 
NOTE:  Apply metal to rear of right side parapet wall to match left 
side. Flash to new roof. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The appearance of the windows on an historic structure are key 
to the integrity of its’ authenticity.  The shape, proportion, muntin 
arrangement, and sash & trim detailing are all crucial factors in 
maintaining a sense of the building’s place in time.  Windows are, 
unfortunately, also one of the first elements of the building façade 
to be altered – often in the quest for better energy efficiency 
and/or because the window openings are subject to greater 
degradation from weather factors over time. 
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Windows and window trims are key ‘character defining elements’ on 
the building facade, as evidenced by this ‘crown’ detail on the front 
windows of the hall.  Care should be taken to preserve such original 
features. 
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The window situation on the Slocan Legion building presents 
two main areas of concern. 
 
1) FRONT FACADE :  
 
A) UPPER WINDOWS 
As is indicated in the photo of the front face of the hall – 
there have been substantial changes made to several of the 
windows on this wall of the structure.  The 2 original upper 
floor windows that featured a 1 over 1 double hung sash 
have been replaced with featureless solid panes of thermal 
glass. While this change may have improved the energy 
efficiency of the windows a bit – the visual impact has been 
negative per the ‘historic’ appearance of the building. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Install a ‘snap-in’ sash/muntin frame that re-establishes the 
look of the central horizontal dividing bar and wider sash 
elements. 
 
B)  LOWER WINDOWS 
The two ground floor windows have been altered to mask 
changes to the interior use patterns for the hall. Both 
windows were ‘shortened’ appreciably which has created a 
‘horizontal’ proportion that is at odds with the historic 
precedent. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Re-establish historic proportion to windows with true see-
thru window above and faux (shadowbox) window below.

 3)  WINDOWS  CONTINUED 
	  

	  
Front of Legion Hall shows how windows have been altered. 
Original upper story double hung sash replaced w/ featureless 
thermal glass and ground floor windows have been changed from 
historic proportion to accommodate interior layout. 
	  

2) LAKESIDE WALL 
The hall originally had 3 ground floor windows on each 
of its’ side walls. The windows on the lake side of the 
building were closed in. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Re-open the 3 lakeside windows on the main floor – 
match sash and trims to historic precedent.  Windows 
may be ‘fixed’ thermal glass with non-functional 
horizontal break. 
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One of the more unfortunate elements that degrade the 
appearance of the building’s front facade is the presence of 
a lot of electrical service components.  Electrical masts and 
conduits, meter and junction boxes, and wires draped 
across the wall all lend a tacky flavor to the building face.  
An examination of these electrical services reveals that 
many are no longer even in use – but continue to clutter the 
facade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMEND: 

 
A) Remove all non-functional electrical elements from the 

front facade. 
 

B) Explore the potential for a re-location of the main 
electrical service attachment to the building – with 
possible underground connection to source. 

 
 

4) ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS 
	  

	  

	  
Examples of electrical ‘clutter’ on front facade.  Efforts should 
be made to eliminate this situation. 
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5) REAR 2ND STORY FIRE EXIT STAIR 

	  

One of the main outstanding fire safety issues with the 
Legion Hall is the dilapidated (condemned!) state of the 
wooden fire exit stair system leading from the second floor 
rear of the building to the ground. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Remove existing stair system and replace with new 
structure and stairs – more visually compatible with the 
architectural style of the parent building  (per sketch). 

	  

Photos show poor  state of repair for rear 
fire exit stair structure. 
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The ground floor of the Legion Hall 
functions as a community center and is 
often the scene of celebratory events for 
the residents of Slocan and the 
surrounding region. 
 
While some aspects of the hall have been 
altered and modernized over the years 
with the addition of such features as a 
commercial grade kitchen and proper 
lavatory facilities – other aspects have 
remained un-changed.  For example - the 
raised stage area at one end of the hall is 
a unique historic element that has 
withstood the test of time and is much 
appreciated. 
 
The interior wall and ceiling surfaces also 
display a mix of ‘historic’ and modernized 
elements.  The original cedar wainscoting 
was covered over with a manufactured 
‘paneling’ product, but the ‘upper’ wall 
surfaces have retained their original press-
board material and a distinctive subtle 
‘cove’ feature. The ceiling has be covered 
with an ‘acoustic tile’ and modern 
fluorescent tube light fixtures have been 
installed. 

	  

HALL INTERIOR 
	  

	  

	  

2 images of the main hall show similarities and alterations between 
1940’s photo (above) and contemporary (2017) (below)  
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Some investigative demolition was performed on a small 
area of the hall’s interior wall surface – to determine what 
materials lay beneath the ‘wood paneling’.  It was thereby 
discovered that the original cedar 1” X 4” ‘V’ Groove T&G 
wainscot was still in place – although the ‘chair-rail’ cap 
detail had been removed.  A very thin (1/4”) plywood product 
was used to hold the ‘vermiculite’ insulation in place. A 
problematic factor of the original press-board material is its’ 
flammable nature – particularly since the Legion building 
has no sprinkler fire suppression system in place. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
•  Remove existing manufactured paneling and re-instate 
historic cedar wainscot and cap detail. 
 
•  Remove existing press-board and replace w/ ½” gypsum 
board (on vertical wall surfaces) – use thinner (bendable) 
gypsum board to maintain curved ‘cove’ feature at juncture 
w/ ceiling 
 
•  Maintain original historic materials around stage 
 
•  Install railing and historic newel post at stage stairs 
 
•  Reinstate (3) windows on lakeside wall 
 
•  Replace ceiling surface mounted fluorescent light fixtures 
with period style pendant fixtures w/ LED lamping’’ 
 
•  Possibly re-finish bar unit face w/ period style detailing 
 

	  

	  

NOTE: Historic 1940’s 
photo (above) shows 
original configuration of 
interior wall finishes. 
 
Photo (left) shows wall 
paneling removed with 
historic cedar 1” X 4” 
wainscot still in place 
(including ‘strange’ 
green stripes! visible in 
historic image).   
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WHAT LIES BENEATH ?!? ORIGINAL  CEDAR WAINSCOT AND 
WINDOW OPENING ARE REVEALED! 
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NOTE:   It is recommended that the ‘strips’ of wood used to 
cover the joints in the pressed-board panels be re-instated over 
the joints in any new gyp-rock panels – in a pattern and spacing 
configuration to match the historic precedent. 
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RECOMMENDED PROJECT FLOW 
 
EXTERIOR WORKS 
 
•  INSTALL NEW METAL ROOF 
 
•  REMOVE EXISTING SIDING MATERIAL FROM FRONT FAÇADE:   

- EXAMINE CONDITION OF HISTORIC FAÇADE MATERIALS & ELEMENTS  
- PREPARE DETAILED REHABILITATION PLAN BASED ON EVIDENCE 
- RESTORE FRONT FAÇADE TO ORIGINAL HISTORIC APPEARANCE 

 
•  REMOVE EXISTING SIDING MATERIAL(S) FROM SIDE & REAR FACADES 

- INSTALL NEW FIBER-CEMENT 1” X 6” LAPPED STYLE SIDING 
 
•   CONSTRUCT NEW REAR FIRE EXIT STAIR TOWER 
 
INTERIOR WORKS    
 
•   STRIP MODERN INTERIOR FINISH BACK TO HISTORIC WAINSCOT 
    -  ADD PERIOD STYLE TRIM DETAILS – RE-FINISH BAR FRONT 
 
•  INSTALL NEW GYP BOARD & INSULATION – REINSTATE (3) LAKESIDE WINDOWS 
 
•  RE-PAINT INTERIOR 
 
•  REPLACE FLUORESCENT FIXTURES W/ PERIOD STYLE PENDANT FIXTURES 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
NAME: SILVERY SLOCAN LEGION HALL 
             503 Slocan Street, Slocan, B.C. 
 
HISTORIC PLACE DESCRIPTION: 
 
The Silvery Slocan Legion building is a large rectangular 2 
story wood framed structure.  The building measures 35’ W. 
X 80’ L and sits on a 60’ X 110’ lot on the corner of Harold 
and Slocan Streets in the Village of Slocan. The hall was 
originally constructed in 1922 to function as the meeting 
place for the local chapter of the International Order of Odd-
Fellows (I.O.O.F.). Harold Street is the main commercial 
avenue in the Village of Slocan and the Silvery Slocan Hall 
occupies a prominent location at the head of this street. This 
is also the closest point of the downtown core to the Slocan 
Lake – a large body of water that played an important role in 
the early days of the community, as a transportation link via 
railway & paddlewheel steam-ships to the more northerly 
part of the Slocan Valley and the municipalities of New 
Denver & Silverton.  When the membership of the Slocan 
I.O.O.F. dwindled the building was passed over to a senior 
citizens group, which includes the local chapter of the Royal 
Canadian Legion – the building is currently owned and 
maintained by the Village of Slocan. 
 
HERITAGE VALUE: 
 
The Silvery Slocan Hall is an important architectural and 
social entity within the Village of Slocan.  The hall was 
originally constructed to house a fraternal organization 
and served this function well for many decades. In the 
1940’s, during World War II, the hall was utilized to 
house Japanese Canadians who were moved from the 

lower mainland of BC to the interior of the Province for 
security reasons – the hall was used by the Japanese 
detainees as a community gathering place for religious 
and celebratory functions. The Silvery Slocan Hall has 
maintained its’ role as a community centre up to the 
present day. As the largest public space in Slocan, it is 
the site for all manner of public events.  The Hall is also 
one of the few remaining historic institutional structures 
in Slocan. Despite a series of renovations that were 
unsympathetic to its’ historic character – the Silvery 
Slocan Hall continues to evoke a sense of the heritage 
of the Village of Slocan. 
 
CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS: 
 
The Silvery Slocan Hall is a simple vernacular 
structure built in the typical false front style of 
Western boom-town architecture.   
 
Key character defining elements would include:  the 
gambrel (barn) style roof, 2 story false front with 
central pediment form, modest Late Victorian 
decorative details of a neo-classical nature 
(ornamental cornice brackets, dentils, & window 
crown moldings), and original siding w/ 1” X 6” 
Drop-Cove profile. 
 
The, ground-floor, interior of the Hall is also note-
worthy for the retention of a large amount of original 
wall finish materials and the presence of a full 
raised stage at one end of the hall – reminiscent of 
many local theatrical productions and community 
movie showings. 
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Principal – Mainstreet Concept Associates 
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generous assistance provided by: 
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